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OE-A Business Climate Survey 2026 for Flexible and Printed 
Electronics: Growth outweighs uncertainty 

 

• Revenue growth of 7 percent expected for 2026 

• Companies expect stronger growth in 2027: +10 percent 

• Industry is investing more heavily 

 

Frankfurt, Germany, February 05, 2026 – "Despite uncertainties, the industry is clearly on a 

growth path: companies are investing specifically in technology, capacity, and new talent – 

a clear sign of strong demand and great confidence in the future of printed electronics," 

comments Dr. Klaus Hecker, Managing Director of the OE-A, on the results of the latest 

Business Climate Survey. OE-A members expect sales growth of 7 percent this year, down 

from 14 percent in the last survey. “Nevertheless, the mood remains positive: printed 

electronics continues to grow – despite geopolitical tensions and economic challenges. The 

industry is clearly thinking ahead, as evidenced by an improved forecast for 2027 with 

expected growth of 10 percent,” says Hecker. 

 

The bi-annual OE-A Business Climate Survey gathers insights from OE-A members across 

the value chain, including R&D institutes, material suppliers, manufacturers and end users. It 

provides qualitative data on industry trends, sales growth and market outlook, providing a 

snapshot of the current state and future direction of the industry. The survey is conducted by 

OE-A, an international working group within VDMA. 
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OE-A expects sales growth of 10 percent by 2027 
The survey shows that the industry as a whole is very confident: 73 percent of OE-A 

members surveyed expect the printed electronics industry to continue growing this year 

(Oct. 2025: 58 percent). In the current survey, a third of respondents said they plan to 

increase production investment in the next six months, while 70 percent of companies intend 

to maintain their current investment level. In terms of employment, 84 percent of members 

plan to hire more staff, compared to only 30 percent in the October 2025 survey. The 

increased focus on innovation is also encouraging: 94 percent of companies want to expand 

their R&D activities (Oct. 2025: 74 percent). 

Optimism prevails 
These results are significantly higher than those of the last survey. "Despite lower 

expectations for revenue growth, the business climate is more positive in many areas 

compared to last year. The data clearly shows that overall economic developments are 

influencing our industry, but they are not slowing it down. At the same time, more intensive 

R&D activities and increases in investment and employment emphasize that companies are 

actively preparing for a promising period in a dynamic market," explains Klaus Hecker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Dr. Klaus Hecker,  
OE-A Managing Director, phone: +49 69 66 03-13 36, e-mail: klaus.hecker@oe-a.org 
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Visit the OE-A booth (FO.33) at LOPEC 2026 from February 24-26, 2026, for further 

insights into printed electronics. Journalists can get accredited for LOPEC 2026. The 

LOPEC press conference will take place on Wednesday, February 25, at 11:15 a.m. at the 

ICM. 

 

mailto:klaus.hecker@oe-a.org
https://lopec.com/de/newsroom/services/akkreditierung/
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The OE-A business climate survey forecasts a 7 % increase in turnover for industry this year. 
For 2027 a plus of 10 % is expected. © OE-A (image in higher resolution) 
 
 

 
 
OE-A - Advancing the flexible and printed electronics industry 

The OE-A was founded in December 2004 and is the leading international industry association for flexible, 
organic, and printed electronics. The OE-A represents the entire value chain of this emerging industry. Our 
members are world-class global companies and institutions, ranging from R&D institutes, mechanical 
engineering companies and material suppliers to producers and end-users. 180 companies from Europe, Asia, 
North America, and Africa are working together to promote the establishment of a competitive production 
infrastructure for organic and printed electronics. The vision of the OE-A is to build a bridge between science, 
technology, and application. The OE-A is a working group within VDMA. 3,500 member companies from the 
engineering industry make VDMA the largest industry association in Europe. oe-a.org  
 

Flexible and printed electronics 
 

Flexible, organic and printed electronics stands for a revolutionary new type of electronics: they are thin, 
lightweight, flexible, robust, and produced at low cost. It enables new applications, including single-use devices 
enabling ubiquitous electronics. 

LOPEC 
 

The OE-A and Messe München are the hosts of LOPEC, the premier international exhibition and 
conference for the printed electronics industry. It addresses end-users, engineers, scientists, 
manufacturers, and investors. LOPEC 2026 will be held February 24 to 26, 2025 at Messe München, 
Germany. lopec.com 
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